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2. Introduction

Suntag commenced as the Sportfish Tagging
Program in 1987 when the then Fisheries
Management Branch of the Department of Primary
Industries handed over responsibility of the
program to ANSA Qld. The first annual report was
produced in 1987/88.

In that year it was reported that 2,955 fish were
tagged with 151 recaptures. The following is an
extract from the summary in that report.

“By any measure the program has to be considered
a success. More fish tagged, covering a limited
number of species and more returns than in any
other year of the program.

If that success is repeated in subsequent years it
will provide a valuable addition to our fisheries
knowledge which can identify where research effort
should be directed and alert fisheries management
to potential problems.”

The yardstick of achievement has been extended
beyond anything that was imagined back then.

In 1993/94 a similar program was set up in Victoria as Victag and in 1994/95 Austag was
established to provide a national umbrella for ANSA tagging programs. Over the next few
years tagging was taken up by ANSA branches in each State as Westag, Toptag, Newtag,
Tastag and Saftag. In Queensland the program continued as the Sportfish Tagging
Program until 1997/98 when the name was changed to Suntag to fit in with the names of
the other Austag programs.

In 1996/97 data collection was extended to include catch and effort for those involved in
tagging and has continued and expanded since then. In 2000/01 the National strategy for
the Survival of Released Fish commenced and data collection was again extended to collect
data on hooking and barotrauma to provide information on fish survival.

The database was upgraded several times as Suntag developed. However it was originally
focused on collecting data on tagging. As data collection was extended separate databases
were added to collect the new data. This meant some duplication of effort and extracting
data and providing reports was cumbersome. In 2006 a new web based database was
developed to include all data being collected.

In 1996/97 the first Austag Sportfish Tagging Report was produced which covered all the
Austag programs. The annual reports were produced as Austag reports through to
2005/06. From 2003/04 the report was produced as the Austag Research Report. For the
first time no report was produced in 2006/07 due to a number of States not being able to
provide reports.

So in 2007/08 we went full circle back to a Suntag report to ensure that an annual report
is produced. However its title was broadened to Suntag Research Report to reflect the
current activities carried out under the Suntag banner.

In 1987/88 the goal was to provide a valuable addition to our fisheries knowledge. This
report provides a summary of how far we have progressed since it all started.

Figure 1: Cover of the 1987/88 Sportfish
Tagging Program Report
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3. How Suntag Works

Austag is an umbrella program that coordinates the collection of tagging, catch and effort
and other data on fish caught by ANSA members and other organisations throughout
Australia. Suntag is the Queensland program under Austag.

3.1 Austag Structure

Austag provides the framework and standards for the management and operation of
separate programs in each State as outlined in figure 2.

Figure 2: Relationship between Austag and the State tagging programs

The Austag Coordinator is responsible for the setting and maintenance of overall standards
within which the State and subsidiary programs operate, providing support and guidance
to the State programs and developing and refining operational aspects of data collection.

The subsidiary programs under Austag are where the data are collected and stored. While
the State programs conform to the national standards they are managed and operated
independently with State Tagging Coordinators responsible for the collection, storage and
dissemination of tagging and catch and effort data in their own States.

3.2 Suntag Management and Structure

Suntag is a joint program between Queensland Primary Industries and Fisheries (QPIF)
which is now part of the Department of Employment, Economic Development and
Innovation (DEEDI) and ANSA Qld. QPIF provides an annual grant to ANSA Qld for the
delivery of the program. For the past 6 years ANSA Qld has contracted Infofish Services to
manage Suntag on their behalf.

Suntag is structured around collection, storage and analysis of data as well as the
distribution of data and production of information products. Figure 3 is a diagram of
Suntag data flows from the initial collection of data to distribution through information
products.

An Austag Manual is maintained which provides Work Instructions for use in all Austag
programs, including Suntag. The manual is maintained within a section of the database
and is also available from the website.

Suntag tagging is carried out through projects and the current list of projects is available
from the website.

AUSTAG

SUNTAG NEWTAG VICTAG TASTAG SAFTAG WESTAG TOPTAG

Policies, Data Quality
Standards and Data
Collection Manual

Database and State program management in cooperation with State Fisheries agencies

AFANT
tagging
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Figure 3: Diagram showing Suntag data flows from data collection to information products

3.3 Infofish 2006-Suntag database

In 2005/06 the CapReef community based monitoring program was established to collect
data on recreational fishing and fish resources in Central Queensland. CapReef uses the
Suntag database to store its data. As part of establishing CapReef it was proposed to
upgrade the Suntag database to be more efficient in the collection and storage of data.
Funding for the upgrade was provided by the Natural Heritage Trust through the Fitzroy
Basin Association.

The new database (figure 4) significantly improves the collection of tag, catch and effort
and other data and is located at http://database.info-fish.net. Access to the database is
restricted to authorised users and access can be managed at a number of levels from
access to personal records only to full access.

Along with the database development the etrip form was upgraded to allow data from the
form to be directly loaded to the database. This is now completed by taggers and others
and forwarded by email. Once the data is validated it is loaded direct to the database.

Details of recaptures can now be emailed direct from the database providing earlier advice
of recaptures with a follow up certificate in the mail (figure 6).

Infofish 2006 has significantly improved data collection standards. With Infotag 2000 the
standard to have data in the database was 60 days after a fishing trip. This has been
reduced to 20 days for data submitted electronically and 40 days for data still received
manually. However with the increasing uptake of email around 90% of the data is received




