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Ø  

National Strategy for the Survival of 
Released Line Caught Fish takes 
shape 
 
In 2001 the Fisheries Research and Development 
Corporation (FRDC) formulated a National Strategy for 
the Survival of Released Line Caught Fish. That 
national strategy was to develop a series of projects 
that would address the key survival issues identified at 
a workshop in 2001 and developed further at another 
workshop in 2002. The key issues were: 

q Effects of fishing (including mortality; size of 
problem) 

q Improving survival (including gear type; 
barotrauma) 

q Communication (improving survival) 
q Inclusion of recreational and fish survival data 

in stock assessment (management action) 
 

In 2000/01, before the national strategy was put in 
place, the FRDC funded project 2000/194 “Maximising 
Survival of released undersize west coast reef fish”  
being carried out by WA Fisheries in conjunction with  
the WA branch of the Australian National Sportfishing 
Association (ANSA).  
 
This project is looking at the survival rate of 4 key reef 
species and is a 5 year project using cage 
experiments and tagging to look at short and long term 
survival. For more information contact Jill St John at 
jstjohn@fish.wa.gov.au.  
 
In 2001/02 the FRDC approved a project to do a 
literature review and categorise trauma causes and 
key species affected. Project 2001/101 “National 
Strategy for the Survival of Line Caught Fish – a 
review of research and fishery information” was carried 
out by Keith Jones of SARDI.   
 
The final report from that project should be available 
shortly and it will provide the priority areas for future 
research as well as summarising world literature on 
the subject. For more information contact Keith Jones 
at jones.keith@saugov.sa.gov.au.  
 

In 2002/03 the FRDC approved a project in NT to look 
at catch and release stress in barramundi. Project 
2002/039 “Assessment of post release survival and 
stress physiology if barramundi” will be undertaken by 
Roland Griffin of NT fisheries. This 1 year project, that 
commences in November, will examine the levels of 
stress in barramundi under a range of capture 
conditions and will also estimate mortality of fish in the 
wild by tracking them via radio transmitter tags. For 
more information contact Roland Griffin at 
roland.griffin@nt.gov.au. 
 
In 2002/03 the FRDC recently approved an out-of-
cycle project to manage the national strategy and 
promotion of best practices in releasing fish to the 
recreational sector. Project 2002/099 “National 
Strategy for the Survival of Released Line Caught 
Fish: planning, project management and 
communications” is to be undertaken by Infofish 
Services in close association with ANSA. 
 
This is a 2 year project commencing in August and is 
built around a national television campaign to promote 
best practices in releasing fish. The ANSA code of 
practice will form the basis of defining current best 
practices. For more information contact Bill Sawynok 
at infofish@zbcom.net.  
 
This project is also responsible for overseeing the 
national strategy through a steering committee. The 
steering committee is lead by Ross Winstanley as the 
independent chair (Vic). Members of the committee 
are Steve Kennelly (research NSW), Richard Sellars 
(management NT), Doug Joyner (tackle NSW), Bill 
Sawynok (communications Qld), Frank Prokop 
(recreational WA), Julian Pepperell (media Qld), Russ 
Neal (ASIC), Rae Burrows (communications WA) and 
Patrick Hone (FRDC). 
 
Further technical projects aimed at measuring survival 
rates for key tropical and temperate species and gear 
changes that may improve survival are currently being 
developed for the 2003/04 FRDC round. These 
projects will be incorporated into the national strategy 
if they are successful in being funded. 
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This email bulletin is to keep stakeholders up to date with what is happening in the National Strategy. Anyone with 
an interest in the subject can subscribe just by sending an email with “subscribe to Released Fish Survival News” to 
infofish@zbcom.net.  


