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Released Fish Best Practices Reports Available
During 2003 there was national campaign to
promote best practices in releasing fish by
recreational fishers.
Prior to the campaign a survey was undertaken
to assess attitudes and practices in releasing
fish. Following the campaign a follow up survey
was undertaken to determine the effectiveness of
the campaign. A survey was also undertaken of
tackle outlets to see if there had been any
changes in the sales of fish friendly tackle such
as knotless landing nets, circle hooks etc.
The follow up survey showed that 35% of those
surveyed had changed their practices as a result
of the campaign. Sales of fish friendly gear were
reported to have increased in 2003 by 40-50% of
suppliers surveyed.
All the data collected showed the campaign was very successful and that behavior
had changed. This was supported by the increases in sales of fish friendly gear.
A non-technical summary of the project is available from the website under Research
Abstracts and there are 4 reports available covering the project under Research
Reports. These reports cover the Planning, Project Management and
Communications, the initial and follow up surveys into attitudes and practices and the
industry survey into fish friendly gear.
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Website Revamped and
Updated Fact Sheets now
Available
The released fish website has received a
facelift and most of the fact sheets have
been updated. We have simplified access
to information as well as adding some
new sections.
Fact sheets have now been standardised
and based on the best available scientific
data with improved reference to material
from which the information was derived.
More fact sheets on releasing particular
species have been added to cover the
majority of the species the were caught
the most by recreational fishers as
identified in the National Survey.

This email bulletin is to keep stakeholders up to date with what is happening in the
National Strategy. Anyone with an interest in the subject can subscribe just by sending
an email with “subscribe to Released Fish Survival News” to infofish@zbcom.net or
subscribe through the website at www.info-fish.net/releasefish.

