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Suntag has just undergone the most significant change in its 
20 year history. As part of CapReef, a community based reef 
fish monitoring program in Central Qld, we received funding to 
upgrade the database. Suntag has now moved to a web 
based database called Infofish 2006. The new database will 
allow us to more efficiently collect catch (including tag) and 
effort data (screen example left showing design simplicity). 
 
Data entry is through a simple excel spreadsheet (Infofish 
2006 e-trip) that collects catch, effort and associated scientific 
data. Data from this e-trip sheet is uploaded to the database 
once validated. Paper based forms can still be used but data 
will be transferred to the e-trip form for loading so every trip or 
tag sheet will now be stored electronically. 
 
Infofish 2006 will allow data entry at point of collection, 
eliminate or significantly reduce duplication of data entry, 
provide stronger data validation and reduce the time from fish 
being caught to data being entered. Trials have shown that the 
processing time for data entry is about halved. The time it 
takes from fishing trip to data in database has also been 
reduced from months to days. During testing we even had 
data in the database the same day as the fishing trip. 
 
Add to that the ability of Infofish 2006 to allow access to 
authorised external users and the change is really significant. 
This facility will not be activated until the live database has 
been operating for a month or so. 
 
The new Infofish 2006 e-trip form (see below) is now being 
sent out to all those providing their data electronically. This 
sheet comes complete with full inbuilt help support. 

Suntag contains effort data on 12,000 
fishing trips, tagging data on 440,000 
fish and catch details of a further 60,000 
fish (over half a million fish total). 
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