
Floods and Fish in Central Queensland

There is always good and bad news for the community when it comes to flooding and the same g
Right now in Central Queensland we have examples of both the good and the bad.
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Lake Awoonga near Gladstone has been a mecca
for some years for those that chase impoundment
Barramundi. The lake has been stocked for many
years and has a good population of large fish - or it
did have until this week when the lake overflowed
for the first time in many years.

Hundreds, if not thousands, of large Barramundi
have been seen going over the spillway into the
pool below and then downstream into the Boyne
River.

The photo clearly shows 3 large Barra at the top of
the spillway just before going over. Large numbers
of fish can be seen in the pool below. These fish
will add considerably to stocks in the Gladstone
area.
Woolwash Lagoon is on the Fitzroy River
floodplain just south of Rockhampton. In the last
week a large number of fish have died, most likely
victims of the flood. As floodwater rises and
inundates new ground the vegetation starts to rot.
This process uses a lot of oxygen from the water
and under some circumstances can result in large
numbers of fish dying.

Around 5,000-6,000 fish died with around 1,200-
1,500 Barramundi (about 1.0-1.5 tonne). The other
main species that died was Bony Bream. Out of
around 950 Barramundi checked there were 38
tags recovered. Based on tagged fish it is
estimated that there were roughly 3,000-4,000
Barramundi in the lagoon so that about one-third of
those died. Photos show dead Bony Bream and
Barramundi (circled).
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