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certificate for the McArthur Monitoring project in the NT.
Bulletin 190
Suntag Another Casualty of Government Cuts

The Queensland Government has decided that Suntag should be another casualty of it drive to cut its budget
deficit. While the push to reduce debt is supported the government has gone too far. Suntag provides a front
line service to the fishing industry, is an important component of fisheries monitoring, is an outsourced service
previously supported by Fisheries Queensland and has strong support within the fishing industry. We will
continue to provide a reduced level of service to the fishing public until we can secure alternative funding.

Suntag is the largest recreational tagging database in the world with 670,000 tagged fish and 53,000
recaptures covering the past 25 years. In 2011/12 there were almost 2,000 recreational and commercial
fishers that contributed information to Suntag. With that level of investment in the program we will work hard to
ensure that Suntag continues as it has the support of fishers, if no longer the support of government.
Suntag Continues to be a Leader

Despite losing funding we have continued to improve the level of service and will continue to do so when we
secure alternative funding.

A number of websites have been introduced for Infofish projects. These are:

Suntag at www.info-fish.net/suntag
CapReef at www.info-fish.net/capreef
Crystal Bowl at www.info-fish.net/crystal-bowl
McArthur Monitoring at www.info-fish.net/king-ash-bay

Supporting each website is a Facebook page where more regular information on progress in each project is
provided. Interesting recaptures are posted much more frequently, often every few days so more people are
following the projects. We will continue with Suntag News for those that are not on Facebook.

Suntag Online was introduced a few months ago
allowing registered fishers to access their own data
(read only), upload their fishing trip or tagging details,
generate their own reports and assess their progress
towards tagging awards. Since its introduction there
have been 160 fishers registered for Suntag Online and
they have generated over 600 reports.

New tag and recapture certificates have been introduced
and we can now use different templates for different
projects. Certificates can be emailed direct from the
database to the person that recaptured the fish and the
tagger. The certificates can be printed by the recipient or
can continue to be sent in the mail. Featured in the new
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